
 
 
 
 

Patricia Hills 
238 Putnam Avenue 

Cambridge, MA  02139-37678 
 
 
        
       September 8, 2007 
 
 
 
Dan Burns 
American Paintings, Drawings & Sculpture 
Christie’s 
20 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, NY  10020 
 
Dear Mr. Burns:   
 
Re:  Eastman Johnson, Old Waterloo Soldier, 1851.  Oil on board, 24 ¾ x 21 inches (my 
measurements).  Signed L.R.  “E. Johnson/Hague. Dec/ 1851.”   
 
I viewed this painting at Christie’s, New York, on August 7, 2007.  In my opinion the 
work is by the American genre painter Eastman Johnson (1824-1906), and I plan to 
include the work in my catalogue raisonné of the artist’s work. 
 
This is typical of the character studies Johnson did when living at The Hague in the early 
1850s.  At that time he was influenced by Rembrandt and liked the effect of a figure 
emerging from dark luminous shadows.  His handling of the brush strokes, chiaroscuro, 
and highlights are all characteristic of his work at this time.   
 
The painting was included in the Estate Sale of Johnson's work held at the American Art 
Galleries on February 26 and 27, 1907.  The entry reads:   
 

No. 66  The life-size study of the head and shoulders of a weather-beater old man 
in three-quarters view to the right.  He wears a dull red fisherman’s cap, a muffler 
around his neck and a coarse frieze overcoat.  With the exception of small 
whiskers on his cheeks, his face is shaven, and his gray hair straggles over his 
temples from under the closely fitting cap. 
Signed at the lower right, E. Johnson, Hague, Dec., 1951 

     Height, 26 inches; width, 22 inches 
 
 
 



 
 

TO:  Dan Burns, Christies   - 2 -       September 8, 2007 
 
I have a letter from Barcy Fox, Photography Manager of the City Art Museum of St. 
Louis (now the St. Louis Art Museum), dated November 19, 1970, which reads as 
follows:  “City Art Museum of Saint Louis no longer owns the Eastman Johnson, Old 
Waterloo Soldier of which you requested a print in your letter of November 11.  The 
painting was disposed of several years ago and the curatorial files do not indicate the 
present location of this work.” 
 
According to your entry in the current catalogue, the Saint Louis Art Museum must have 
continued to have some sort of relationship with the painting. 
 

      Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
       Patricia Hills, PhD 
       Co-Author:  Eastman Johnson:  
       Painting America (1999) 
pathills@bu.edu   
 


